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O the firſt Edition of this Epiſtle there was prefixed 
a Letter, ſigned M--r--v--x, addreſſed to the Right 


to create a Belief, that theſe Verſes had been found in the Cell 
of an Iriſb Carthbufian after his Death; and to give the greater 
Air of Veri-ſimilitude to the Poem, as the Author imagines 
himſelf at the Time of Writing it ſecluded from the World in 
a Monaſtery of that Order. 


5 The Reception which it has had from 4 Public, 280 


that Letter needleſs at preſent, encourages the Writer to give 


a ſecond Edition, and own the Produdtion. | 
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Honourable R------ 7------, Eſq; both which Perſons 
were imaginary, as well as the Letter. It was intended only 
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Curs'd be th ill-omen'd'Hour that Letter came! 
And curs' d, for ever; Friendſhip's ſacred | ame! 
Friendſhip, beſt Bleſſing Heav'n on Man beſtows, 
Comes fraught to me with uni iverlal Woes. 21:25 JOaRts 
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Felt new Concern; yet knew not that 1 loyds 2 22181 

wp That tft Delite, tt o not unknown before; '” N c. 
slept in my Breaſt; [remembred now. no more. 

a Thy fair Idea all my Boſom ud: 1 vio Flo 2 1 | 
""Idrank the Poiſon which thy Lips dict. l Won vas 123 
At length. each AQion ſpoke my Fate too plain: Tae WE” 2 | 
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As my Soul! how alter d art thou grown | 5 ol Land; 8 2 
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| the comes ! ſhe comes! the dire Delirium flies: 
I feel the Joys of Liberty ariſe. 


No. more a Slave, my Heart recalls i its Eaſe, . 
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Calm as the Infant's Bleep, or halcyon Seas. 

When Chance directs ſame Trifle to my Eyes, 

Which Love had ſtole to nurture Grief i in Sight 3 'H, 
With this ——— lovely Form returns; ie ace 


Again Love's Fire with. all its. Fury burns. - 
To thy Idea each dear Tie gives way ol? {1 il 
Like Ghoſts that vaniſh at approaching Da? 


How vain your MY when ak) combat Love. "4 


and, Reaſon, you tao plainly prove, 


| Haſte, haſte; dear Woman; ſnatch me to An Arms: 2 
Thy Huſband calls; come vindicate chy Charms: : 
Thy Faith, thy Fondneſs, to my Soul impart ; Sit 
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Reclaim that vagrant Fugitive, my Heart. | 
1 feel thy Pow 7s, thy Beauty I avow 3 3 
2 4 Oh ſeize the happy Infant! | {cize me now?! 
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Reaſon has Minutes, but whole Ages Love. 


* 2 F * * 74 * „ 
* a > q 1 4 
- * fs » - - % — ; 4. 2444 
! | | 


1 


No, fly; in Mercy fly I cannot bear 


The Sigh half chiding, half-upbraiding Tear 


Each tender Look, thy Truth, thy fond Embrace, 
Shall call Confuſion i in this conſciqus Face; 


©. m 


Each Female Charm of Mother, Wife, and Friend, 


| (Tis Virtue's Fate) the guilty Mind offend. % 1 4 4 


Vet didſt thou know what Pangs this: Paſſion CC 


Me thou wouldſt pity, cho for thee twas loft. . Me 2352 
I own my Crime, and' yet renounce. my Cure; * a * e 


I curſe my Chains, yet willingly endure: 


Sure che worſt Pang the ſuff ring Soul can prore, 
Is Virtue ſtruggling with unlawful Love. 169 Aordutt 1 
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Let me © be, Virtue, or be, ben, thine... 7 Inds riß Kl 


— 4 


Dumb as the a Lute my Lips remain d: 
My Heart was —; yet 1 ne er r complain d: 


= 


— — — wes wkipr_—_—_—_— ce 


Tag) 
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Io ſpeak the Lover, 1 might loſe the Friend: 
That laſt ſweet Boon'T yet had Hopes to prove, © 
And win 5 rat tho a d FOND Love, 15 11 N 


Baut ah! a Lover's fixt Vac how weak! 
Will Paſſion hear, if Prudence learns to ſpeak * 
Ten thouſand Doubts thb love-fick Mind — 
And each x new Minute > wee a new Reſohe. 5 


5 Twas at Si. Cloud; the Moon, in full Serene, 
4 With milder Beauties deck d the ſhadowy Scene: 
Still was the Wind ; a ſoothing Silence reign i; - 

Not ev ning Philomel' of Love complain' * 

From Grove to Grove, from Bow'r to BOW r, we «ray: 
My happy Arm ſuſtain'd thee, lovely Maid ! rr O. 
There hid in Shades, leG timid by Reces ,,, 2 
No more my Vows my feeble Pow'rs ſuppreſs: 
Forth from 0. Boſom burſt the wget Sights; 1 
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| Too lovely Fair | I cry;d 3,and cloſely preſt 201 
Thy lily Hand, in. Rapture, . tomy Breaſt ; . 5570 1 2h W a0f̃t off 
In what ſoft Language ſhall my. Tongue 1 iP 
Or how the Anguiſh of. N Soul. conceal ; 3 
Without Offence declare how much I love; 5 | 
Or hope 1 can my, Vows. approve? ” 
Yet if thy Breaſt a Ray of Mercy WANms, 
Oh pity one made wretched, by. thy 8 I bas] ds 71 
That [ may aſk, unblam ꝗ by Heaven N. v tors bn! 
That you may give, and Heav'n the Gift avo w. 
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No : more, yo id 3 n unter 88 your N 2 
What Virtue ſpeaks not, know I cannot hear: has 
The Boon you aſk each. prudent. Maid denies: 85 LY 9 * 
Pity for Man is Loye but in Diſguiſe: | 5 5 poor 55 pe 
Another She does all your Vows. ANT; ON 


There give yo 1 e has Lee. n your Hind: Tr: 
5 271 


1 £5 7. 
Fi 7 ' A of 4 + 8 


K 3 * a er were, _ — = - 
6 2 r ——— , , ,], AS 4 
4 * * . h 
: . > 
» ® 
” 


Ai SI \ fo 1 


| Dumb as ee . d 1 food; no't 
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At length, with Life, returning Vigour came: 
Gainſt Heav m itſelf I impiouſſy blaſpheme: 3 „ er es 
T hou ſhouldſt have made, I cry'd; in my Deſar It 2 
That lovely Maid leſs cruel, or leſs fair: 

Periſh all Laws, which. Love! s ſweet Pow r controul! 

And periſh Virtue, Tyrant or the Soul! 
Miſtaken Good! deluſive Bliſs! you flo 
From Stoic Hearts, which. never learnt to glow, | 

Ope, ope your Boſom, take me, Parent Earth; 

Receire a Son, unhappy from his Birth : 2 
Quick with your Duſt my ill-doom'd Atoms blend; 87 T 
T N wy then, my Sorrows alt haye End. 
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Each Statue wept — the Breeze figh'd fad around? 
The pitying Trees my Doom in trembling view: 
| Rocks, Winds, and Woods, felt more Concern than your 2 


Obdurate Maid l. my Paſſion when you: blame 
You injure Heav'n, from whence your Beauty came. 
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Speak not of Love, and T chai be your Friend; 1 e 

Small was the Boori, the mme "ns p 

The ſmalleſt Hope a Lover's Life can avere 
Once more my Eyes in Räpture ran you Ger: fie 

J love that Virtue, :4ywhich'T curſt before. cunt dic Def 

Again beneath thy freezing” f 

Like burning Hecla, wrapt in 
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At length the Hour, the dreaded Hour, 

I mark'd each flying Minute with a Tear, 050 5 


1 
4 


When I no more 153 charming Face muſt view, 

Nor hear thy Voice A long and laſt Adieu, ix 
I ſtrove to ſpeak; but ſtrove, alas] in vain-: 1 8 ab A 
Grief, Sighs, and Tears, the fwd d as * = 0 8 
Ah pity | pity ——1 no more could: ſay: N ie ag i435 41 = ; 
Swift as a Comet chou wert ſwept away; $400, 5 U 450 5 Not 
As bright, as as baneful, and as ſhort thy Stay. I e * 1 
My Eyes purſu d thee till the Viem was loſt 4 orb Ne 
My Soul purſues thee, whereſoe er thou go ſt: | rs” 
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But ah! what Lips, what 1 can expreſs 
The Pangs, the Agonies, of my Diſtreſs? | 15 
I beat that Breaſt. where thy Idea lies; 
A curſt the Hour which gave thee to my own : 
Ihe feeble Pow'rs of frail Mankind I curſt: 
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Once more te Domes and Palaces I Haſte; 


Where, bleſt with Thee; che Hours too Filthy pads | 


Chang d i is each Object, chung d each Senſe: No more wad 1 
I find thoſe Beauties ſo enjoy'd before. 0 
Each Power to GA eack Place 4 331 at Þ 
Thy Preſence gau each dear Delight its Grace, OT F510 
Cold to my Eyes the 7:75an Tints appear: 

Loſt is the Rugblie Grace, and Guido ir. 
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What diff tent Moti kes prvtupt the 9 raus! L 
No Sins I wail; no Lover I reſiggg . 
1 only mourn n nnn 1, zal viel 
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Speaks, but too faintly ſpeaks, thy well-kriown veg. 
There, fixt attentive Ages I could ſtay, 


And gaze, and: gaze, my very Soul away. 
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With Venus Statue I thy Form | compare; 10 
Thy Grace, thy Sweetneſs, Feature, Shape, aud Kir 
And, where thoſe Eyes rruſt nerer hope to rode, 

Each Limb conceaP'd is well fapply'd by Lore. 
Standard of Beauty thou henceforth ſhalt be; 
Abd Woman charm, men _ 107 ef W 
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Where vain Inſcription, and the'moulÞring- wen. 1 £1 
Tell you that Kings, like Beggars are hut Duſt; 
Where the dim Law wakes round the filent Dead; - © 
And Gleams more lad chan Midnight Hortor fed; 
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There, full indulging to- my Sorrow's Tide, 
With pale · ey d Melancholy all my Guide; ©) 1) 
Dead was Ambition, ——— rr 
Unmov d by all but Thee, and ſoft: Deſire; 8 ba 
From Ifle to Ile, from Shrine to Shrine, I 0 "oo! 
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Come; ſhed one Tear for him that dies for you. b Py 
Why an my Soul no other Joy than thine? ©: 
Why bleeds thy Breaf for ey y Woe but mine 35 Prehagns © 
Exclude me only from that bleſt Abode 7 | e 
For Love like mine, et TRa ;. chaſte, and pure, HA 
Which Saints might. cheriſh, Veſtal Maids endure, 58 07 
Learn tis a Crime not one Return t impart Yin ann 
 T aſk but Friendſhip for a bleeding Heart. 
Here once. Jou vow .d that Friendſhip to beſtow : 
Ev'n Thou art Woman, and forget ſt thy ow. 
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One Joy rernain'd,! tliat, all my Bectows pat, © 
The coming Minute was to prove my ſc e 1 
Clos'd were my Eyes, [with Wearineſs oppreſs; 
My Soul was flatter d. with eternal'Reſt; 
When to my View there ſtood, or ſeem di to ſtand, 
(Her Veil was lifted by her lily Hand) 
A Veſtal Maid, in Robes of pureſt White: 2 
Around her n beam d a radiant it Lights HY 


Her Lock: was dine; but abt b leſs br. 
The ſacred Fire ſhot lambent from her Eyes: 29 91 
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Some Man, perhaps, of all thy Wiſh poſſeſs d, | 

Shall nod ſupine, unknowing how he's Bled: 
For ſure, if Heav'n' allow'd a guilty Flame, 


Thy Love is ſuch as Heav'n itſelf can't blame: 
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And thou return Ri to e Arms Be mere 570m 952802 
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